DE MONTAIGNE

In the department of that name, upon an
elevation not remote from the Lidoire, which
winds in a great curve among its sunny meadows
and below its grassy heights. From the terrace a
prospect, rich in rural incidents, is visible.
The country breathes an air of tranquillity, and
the tranquil spaces comes floating now and
again the sound of a bell from some distant
church-spire. The overlord to whom the Seigneur
de Montaigne did homage was the Archbishop of
Bordeaux. A year after his purchase, just as he
was preparing to set forth on a pilgrimage to St.
James of Compostella (n June, 1478), Ramon
Eyquem died.

His son, Grimon, born about 1450, continued
to maintain the business in the Rue de la Rousselle,
and extended it in various directions. He became
a person of no small importance in Bordeaux, oc-
cupying municipal positions of distinction, which
serve as evidences of a public esteem based upon a
knowledge of his integrity of character and
soundness of judgment. And again a marriage
with the daughter of a wealthy merchant, Grimon
du Four, added to the family dignity and pros-
perity. In 1518 Grimon Eyquem died at the age
of sixty-nine, leaving behind him four sons and
two daughters. The eldest of these sons was the
father of Michel de Montaigne, the Essayist

So far, in tracing Montaigne's ancestry, we
14e right bank of the Dor-
